





It is important for consumers to review their insurance coverage. For persons
covered by individual policies, insurers are required to provide the insured with a copy
of their insurance contract. For persons covered by group insurance policies or HMO
contracts, the insurer or HMO is required to provide a copy of the certificate or evidence
of coverage. While the insurer is not required to provide each covered person with a
copy of the group insurance contract it should be made available if requested.

The insurance policies and HMO contracts affected by this Bulletin are required
to be filed and approved by the Department. As guidance to the companies the
Department approves the following language in its entirety:

1. Pervasive Development Disorder means a neurological condition,
including but not limited to Asperger’'s syndrome and autism, as defined in
the most recent edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders of the American Psychiatric Association.

2. Coverage for services will be provided as prescribed by the insured’s
treating physician in accordance with a treatment plan.

3. Any exclusion within the policy, certificate or contract that is inconsistent
with the treatment plan does not apply.

4. The benefits for Pervasive Developmental Disorder will not be subject to
dollar limits, deductibles, or coinsurance provisions that are less favorable
than the dollar limits, deductibles, or coinsurance provisions that apply to
physical iliness generally under the accident and sickness insurance
policy, certificate or HMO contract.

Any form in conflict with this Bulletin should be revised and filed with the
Department. Policies, certificates, contracts, endorsements, or riders already approved
for use may be used until the employer contract is amended, renewed, or terminated.
However, the Department requires effective with the date of this Bulletin any insurer or
HMO that is interpreting its policies more restrictively than the standards of this Bulletin
shall adjudicate claims consistent with the provisions of the Bulletin. The Consumer
Protection Unit of the Department encourages individuals to contact the Department
with any concerns over the payment of claims. Each complaint will be reviewed
individually for compliance with all applicable statutes.
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